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DISQUISITION, &. 


I, FF, hath been ankle Sad that 
there is a natural reſemblance between 
Sleep and Death. The Roman orator ob- 
ſerves, that Sleep is the image and figure of. 

Death®* and one of their poets, lamenting 
a friend who died in his youth, complains 
that a perpetual Sleep + had ſeized upon him. 
Stobeus, i in his Moral Collections, tells us of 
one, who when he lay in a drowlſy ſtate 
upon his death-bed, and was aſked by a 
friend how he did, made anſwer. . Sleep is 
g9i0g to deliver me up to his brother + . Peas: 


Cie. Tuſe. I. 1 1 | | ; 
© + Ergo Quintilium perpetuus ſopor ange · 1 Od. x 24+ 
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2  _. The Metaphorical Uſage 
But the relation between Sleep and Death ' 
muſt needs have been very imperfectly 
traced by thoſe, who could view the ſub- 
ject only on the darker fide. The Egyptian: 
indeed ſeem to have applied the dormant 
Nate of ſome inſets to the ſurvival of the 
ſoul after the death of the body ; and the 
alluſion, if I underſtand it rightly, was in- 
genious and elegant; though I have met 
with no authority whereby , it might be os 
 ſhewn how far they carried it. ; 
IT. The transformation of the ſeveral ſpe- | 
© . cies of Caterpillars, through their interme- 
diate ſtate of Sleep to that of their ſplendid 
inveſtiture in the ſpring, when they come 
Forth from their winter-quarters in the con- 
- dition of Flies, is a fact well known to 
every obſerver of nature. It is worthy of 
- admiration, that a creature, ſtill N 
its identity, ſhould paſs from the baſeneſs 
of the worm to the agility of a bird; one 
while crawling upon the ground, and pre- 
ſently traverſing the air in a form which is 
dazzling to the eyes. But it is yet more 
remarkable, that, in the interval before this 
change is brought to paſs, there ſhould be 
- a middle ſtate of Sleep, in which the bodily 
PROS ace TE” while a principle,of 
| | | animation 


and Application of SLEBP. * 


animation is continued. It is thought the 
Egyptians had an eye to this middle ſtate 
and the change which follows it, in the 
configuration of their Mummies. The Ca- 


terpillar of the Silkworm-moth, and of 


many other like inſects, paſſes into an Eruca 
orChry/alis*, which is ſwathed about the body 
and filleted about the upper parts ſo exactly 
after the faſhion of the bodies anciently em- 
balmed in Egypt, that the reſemblance could 
not be accidental. There is no natural fimi- 
litude in the lineaments betwixt a Man and 


an Eruca ; but the art of the Egyptians ef- | 


| feed a very ſtriking one; and they muſt 

have been ſtrange philoſophers if their art fell 
to work ſo uniformly without any deſign. 
The ſages of that country, who expreſſed 
all their notions by ſymbols, acted agreeable 
to. the. plan of their whole ſyſtem, when 
they ſignified the tranſmigration of the hu- 


- man ſoul by the transformation of an inſect. 


A Chriſtian, inſtructed in the doctrine of 
the reſurrection, may make a much better 


uʒſe of the figure and complete the parallel 


| in a ſatisfactory ne but the Egyp- 


7058 Theſe are the ternis aſed by Pliny. Lib. xi. cap, 1 
＋ This is elegantly done by the author of Dei/m revealed, in 


0 work intitled 775 in 5 Mal. See Allaſion the ſirſt. 
Ms Wo tian. 
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tian philoſopher could apply it only to bis 
fanciful doctrine of the metempychofis : and 
to this it could not be accommodated with- 
out violence : for the change of the Eruca 
into a feathered fly, is not a transfuſion of 
the ſame life into a different ſubſtance; but 
an actual regeneration of the fame 3 into 
a more glorious ſhape. 

III. Natural hiſtory hath ſome othies ap- 
pearances nearly related to this and equally 


unaccountable: but our deſign at preſent is 


to conſider the figurative acceptation' of 
Sleep in the ſenptane which is conſiſtent 
with itſelf, and delivers ſuch doctrines as 
are more worthy of our attention, and more 
agreeable to the order of nature, nan the 
fables of Egypt. F: 
IV. When our bleſſed Serious went into 
the houſe of the. ruler of the Synagogue, 
with the deſign of raiſing up his daughter to 
life, he faid to thoſe who were aſſembled on 
the occaſion, Why make ye this ado and 
_ weep, the damſel is not dead but flcepeth®*”, 
; people who were preſent, taking his 
words in the literal ſenſe /aughed him to ſcorn. 
T I, Tae Feger, as rsd ber 


= - Mark. 95 39. 1, 64 l 2 


n f 5 & 3 
4 # ? 


_ nerally 
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nerally doth, from a conſciouſneſs of ſuperi- 
or knowledge: but the ſcorn was to them- 
ſelves; for they laughed only, becauſe they 


were not wiſe enough to comprehend. the 
meaning of his language. Neither was it 


much better underſtood by bis own diſciples, 


though it was received with more decency. 
The death of Lazarus gave him an oppor- 
tunity of uſing the ſame, expreſſion; Our 
«« friend Lazarus fleepeth, but I go that 1 
% may awake him out of Sleep? No- 
thing can be plainer than that Chriſt, by. the 
Sleep of Lazarus, ſignified his Death; and 


by his awaling, his reſurrection which was 


ſnortly to follow. How mean and irratio- 
nal was ĩt to imagine, that the Saviour of the 
world ſhould ſolemnly enter upon a dan gerous 
journey (for ſuch it was) only to diſturb a 


ſick friend in that Sleep, which might con- 


tribute much to his recovery !. Vet ſuch-was 
the miſtake of his diſciples :.. they anſwered 
« Lord, if he fleep he ſhall do well; 
thinking that he ſpake of taking reſt . 
_ Sleep”. They had been habituated, . 

Jews, to reſt in the bare literal. ſalt. - 
* ſex) Ipture, and tharefngs. liſtened to the 


8 


1 * John xi. 11. 
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6 The Metaphorical Uſage 
diſcourſes of their maſter with Jewiſh pre- 
judice and ignorance. When he 3 
to them that figurative admonition, „Be- 
&« ware of the leaven of the Phariſees and of 
the Sadducees”, we find them applying it 
to the inſignificant occaſion of their own im- 
providence, becauſe they had omitted to lay 
in a proper ſtore of bread. On which occaſion 
- -he thus appealed to them; O ye of little 
«faith, why reaſon ye among yourſelves 
e becauſe ye have brought no bread ?—— 
„ how is it, that ye do not yet underſtand, 
«© that I ſpake it not to you concerning 
e bread, that ye ſhould beware of the 
« Jeaven of the | Phariſees and of the 
e Sadduces *?” Their error being cor- 
reed, and their attention excited by this 
_ rebuke, they diſcovered at length, that 
'  feaven ſignified falſe doctrine. The ſame 
_ perſons, who were thus ſlow of apprehenſion, 
had received ocular demonſtration, that a 
divine power was preſent with Chriſt to 
fupply all their neceſſities. They had ſeen 
a few loaves of bread, by paſſing through 
bis hands, become ſufficient to feed a vaſt 
| ; Oe in the wilderneſs. But they had 
orgot the miracle, or knew not how 3 


* Manth, v. Th | 8 
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and Application of SLEEP. * 
to apply the remembrance of it. Their faith 
bad forſaken them, and therefore their ſenſes 
were deficient: for faith would have inſtruct- 
ed them, that the literal ſenſe of the ex- 
preſſion was mean in itſelf, and injurious to 
the ſpeaker ; and thence they might haye 
| collected. that the leaven of the Phariſees, 

againſt which they had frequently been 
cautioned in plainer language, was that hy- 
pocriſy and pride which had inflated that 
claſs of men with error, and ſpoiled the 
whole maſs of their doctrine. ; 
V. When the Death of Lazarus was 
ſpoken of under a like figure, the expreſſion . 
was miſunderſtood for want of a proper de- 
gree of faith in the hearers. It is obſerved 
of the inhabitants of the Eaſt, that they 


were accuſtomed- from time immemorial to 


figurative and elevated language, even in their 
common diſcourſe. This might be true: yet 
there were caſes, in which this practice, 
| howeyer common, gave very little help to the 
underſtanding. The reception which the 
diſcourſes of Chriſt ſo frequently met with 
from thoſe of his own time, is ſufficient to 
' convince us, that when the figures of his 


ſpeech were pointed toward ſpiritual and in= 


viſible. objects, a principle of faith was 
Bid: n 


— 


x 
£ 7 by 
: 3 2 4 i Y 
: * * * . 
IN ” 1 . 
* * ” 
g * 4 ay”. 
b 1 


. Merapboriem Uſage * 


| wanting ; 3 without which the men of Palef- 


tine were no better prepared to diſcern his 
meaning, than if they had been born undef 
the frigid zone. So that this inſtance of flow= . 
neſs of apprehenfion in the diſciples might 

have been rebuked, (as that other 55 in. 


ſuch words as theſe; ye of lirtle faith; 
how is it that ye do not undetſtand, that 
I ſpake it not of Sleep but of Death; 
„ fince all hall awake in the morning of 


«the reſurrection? The dead do not perith ; 

ec they only fall aſleep : and as the Sleep 
«& of the night delivers men up to the light 
of the ſucceeding day, ſo the reſt of Death 


is but a prelude to immortality.” The 
| expreſſion dught not to have been unintelli- 


gible nor even ſtrange to thoſe, who had 


been accuſtomed to the language of the 
ſcriptores : where it was ſaid of David, of 


rs 2s and of other kings of Iſrael, that 


when they died they /-p7 with their fathers. 


The abbr: Daniel had warned them, 
that they who ** Zzep in the duſt of the 
earth ſhall awake, ſome to everlaſting 


life, and ſome to ſhame and everlaſting 


* contempt *”.. Such was the foes of the 
| 2 5 333 A Dan. Xi. 2. 9 Fd 


* Applicatim of SLEEP. Sr 


Old Teſtament: and being ſo agreeable to 
the nature of things, it is adopted and uſed 
more familiarly by the writers in the New 
Teſtament. St. Paul ſpeaks of departed 
chriſtians, as of thoſe who fleep' in Fes; 
and where he enlarges on the great topic of 
the reſurrection, he deſcribes our Redeemer. 
to us as the firſt fruits of them that" flept F3. 
opening it as a new myſtery, that e ſhaft 
not all ſleep; that is, we ſhall not all die, or 
be laid in the grave, inaſmuch as many 
ſnall be alive at the Lord's coming, and un- 
dergo that bleſſed change inſtantaneduſly, 
the uſual paſſage to which is Wie — 
dark valley and ſhadow of Death. 125 

The general deſign of the loregelug e ex- 
. preſſions being too plain to be farther inſiſted 
upon, we muſt now conſider the propriety 
with which they are applied to the ſubjects 
of Death and the reſurrection: in doing 
which, I hall follow the ſteps of a learned 
Writer of the laſt century; departing from 
his plan occaſionally, where it ſcems to oo B 

: capable of improvement. | 
VI. When Sleep and Death are ea 0 
the likeneſs holds through every member of 
the ſubject, and is agreeable to the unden 


* „e Iv. 14. 7 1 Cor. xv. 20. | ; 
doctrines 
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1 The Metaphorical Uſage 


doctrines of the Scripture, in which every 
mind that is well informed and not ill diſ- 
, would wiſh to be confirmed. | 
In Sleep, the ſenſes of the body are un- 
der a temporary ſuſpenſion; the ear heareth 
not, the eye ſeeth not; and the whole body 
is in appearance ſo lifeleſs, that it has been 
doubtful to a ſpectator in many inſtances, 


Whether a perſon were aſleep or dead. 


- 


But then, in the caſe of natural reſt, it 
is not the whole man, it is only the earthly 
part that falleth aſleep: the mind is gene- 


rally then moſt active and awake. It has a 


* * of tranſporting itſelf to the moſt re- 
mote places in a moment; can be preſent 
- with thoſe whoſe abſence i it lamented. i in the 


day-time; and being as it were taken out 


of the body into the world of ſpirits, it can 
Fonverſe in imagination with thoſe. who 


have long fince departed from this world, 
without being ſenſible that they are num» 
bered among the dead. It is obſerved by. 
moſt men, that in the time of Sleep they 
can think with more freedom, reaſon with 


more clearneſs, compoſe with greater readi- 


neſs, and deliver themſelves,” upon any ſube 
ject they ate acquainted with, without that 
Embarrallmeat to which the mind js ſubjeQ, 

when | 


hs 


— 


4 
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. when it is weighed towards the earth by i its 
attendance upon the functions of the body. 
Thus alſo in the other Sleep of Death, 

the whole man dies not. The body indeed 
is dead becauſe of ſin, but the ſoul, 1 
f according to the promiſe of Chtiſt can neuer 
dies, is more free and active than when it is 
preſent in the fleſh. From that plain and 
poſitive aſſurance given to the penitent thief 
»—this day ſhalt thou be with me in Paradiſe 
thus much may certainly be inferred, that 
the ſouls of the faithful when diſengaged 
from the body, are admitted to a region of 
felicity, (for ſuch was paradiſe;) that they 
are nearer to God the fountain of life than 
while they are in this earthly ſtate; and alſo 
as others are menbers of the ſame ſociety, 
that they are in the company of the bleſſed, 
who with Abrabam, Iſaac and Jacob live 
unto God; particularly, that being abſent 


from the body, they are preſent with the 
Lord, whom a cloud too thick for a mortal 


eye to penetrate, hath. received out of the. 


fight of the living. 

VII. When'a man ſleeps, it is a matter 
of indifference whether he-is in a palace or a 
priſon. His mind receives no comfort from | 


9 See and xi. 55 26. A 
| the 


— 
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magnificenee which ſurrounds his body; | 
neither can it be eonfined by the walls and 
bars of a dungeon. If he is rich, he has 
| then no confidence in his wealth; and if he 
poor, he ſuffers nothing from his poverty. 
The caſe is the fame with him in the Sleep 
of Death. He may be lodged under a tomb 
bn which the ſeulptor hath exerted the ut- 
moſt of his {kill; in adorning it with tro- 
phies, and inſeribing it with titles of honour 3 
Jet he is inſenſible of all theſe diſtinctionss, 
Wich can ſerve only to feed the vanity of 
the living: On the other hand, it may be 
is lot to reſt in a common grave covered 
with à turf, and that turf may be over- 
grown with the vileſt weeds, yet theſe 
ate defects which will give him no diſquiet. 
The pomp of life may attempt to follow us 
inte the grave; but poverty and. riches muſt 
part with us at the edge of it, and deliver 
us all to a ſtate of parity, where The 
pfiſdners reſt together without hearing 
the voice of the oppreſſor: the ſmall and 
e the great are there, and the ſervant is 
« freed from his maſter®.” ö 
VIII. The preparation for Sleep i is iN 


__the fame with the preparations for Death: 


* 1855 iti. 18. 
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and it is reaſonable it ſhould be ſoz! becauſe 
he that goes to ſleep takes his leave of the 


world, without any abſolute aſſurance that 
he ſhall ſee it again. When we go to take 
dur natural reſt, we enter into our cham- 
bers, and ſhut the doors. The gtave is 
ſuch another place of retirement, and is 
ſpoken of by the prophet Iſaiah, with allu- 
fion to a bed chamber Thy dead men 
* ſhall live, together with my dead body 
& ſhall they ariſe: awake and ſing ye that 


6 are in the duſt ; for thy dew is as the 


% dew of herbs, and the earth ſhall caſt 


* out her dead. Come my people enter 


* thou into thy chambers and ſpat thy. ders 
% about thee; hide thyſelf as it were ſor a 
* little moment until the indignation be 
% overpaſt*.” Hence the people of God 
were to learn, that the grave is hut the 
ſame thing in effect with a bedehamber: 
and though nature will always conelude it 
far more terrible to be incloſed by the door 


of a vault than by that of a bedchamher:; 


yet faith aſſures us we need not fear to be 


thus ſhut up, fince. he 4049 [vers and was 
dead and is alive forevermore hath the keys of * 


Ke 4 We Death to. releaſe us: 5 e —— 
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14 — The Metapborical Uſage 
hope, the ſaints may be joyful with glory, 
they may rejoice in therr beds; or, as the 
prophet otherwiſe. expreſſes it, when they 
«* enter into peace, they may reſt in theit 
beds, each one walking in his uprighht- 
.« neſs*.” From which words it follows 
(by the way) that as walling is a ſtate of 
action, the intermediate ſtate of Death, 
here fignified, - cannot be a ſtate wherein 
the foul is neither activa nor ſenfibleF. 
Having entered into our chamber and 


out the door, our next ſtep is to recom- 


mend ourſelves by prayer into the hands of 
"God; as the martyr Szephen, when he was 
falling into that other Sleep, firſt ſaid his 
prayers Lord Yeſur, receive my Spirit. And 
laſtly, as he that prepares for Sleep puts off 
his cloaths ; ſo, naked came we into this world, 
and naked ſhall we go out: But with this 
difference, that the nakedneſs of Death 
extends to the ſoul as well as to the body. 
For as the body i is the * of hs _ 
Ia. Ivii. 2. 


t If the reader is inclined to examine hs doctrine of the 
ſcrip ture and of the primitive church on this ſubjeR, I 


+. wokid adviſe him to conſult Archibald Campbell's treatiſe on 


the Middle State; wherein, beſides many other intereſting 

articulars, he will meet with the curious Preletiones Aa- 
Amica of biſhop Overal, de anima Patrum & Chrifi, in op- 
polition to the ge en ENS the nad 
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"ls Application of tne. 15 
he that is ſeparated from the body is firip- 


ped of his raiment ; whence we are ſaid in 
St. Peter's language, to put off this taber- 

narle*; as in St. Paul's, when we riſe again, 
we are ſaid to be clothed upon with our bouſe 

\ which rs from heaven 7. And it is obſerv- 
able that the body periſhes after the exam- 
ple of the garment that is worn upon it ; 
for when it is become uſeleſs, worms cat 
that, as moths eat the other. 

IX. All theſe things being conſidered, 
the ſimilitude between Sleep and Death ap- 
pears to be eaſy, natural, and very exten- 
ſive: therefore the metaphor was elegantly 
and properly applied by thoſe, who called a 

burying- place or church yard, Cæmeterium, a 
ſleeping place or dormitory, wherein the 

dead which die in the Lord reft from their 

_Iabours. © 

X. If we go on 1 with the figure, we ſhall 

ſee how naturally it accommodates itſelf to 

the proſpect of the reſurrection; and in this 
the value of it chiefly confiits. The ſeaſon 

of Sleep agrees with the ſtate of Death; for 
they that ſleep, ſleep in the night, when 
the earth is involved in darkneſs. When 

the ſun goes down, men are called * 


er i. 14, con v. 2. 
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from "> labours of the body: darkneſs pre- 
ails over the earth, and the hurry pre 
Noiſe of buſineſs ſubſides by degrees into 
that filent ſeaſon, which is properly called 
the dead of the night. Sleep is then almoſt 
as common as Death, and the dark hemi- 
ſphere of the earth is like the region of the 
departed.. But the order of the night, with 
reſpect to its ſituation between the paſt day 
and the next. morning, is the thing we are 
- to infiſt upon. After the labour of the day, 
we lie down to ſleep; reſt in our beds dur- 
ing the continuance, of the night, and 
awake to riſe up again at the return of the 


morning. Such too is the order of the Sleep 


of Death: for when the buſineſs of life is 
over, we die; reſt in our graves: during the 
continuance of the intermediate ſtate, and 
riſe again from them in the morning, of the 
reſurrection. This order of things is regu- 
lacly applied in the expreſſions of the ferip» 
ture. The day is put for the ſeaſon of . 
Work while it is day“; the night is 
Death The night cometh when no man 
can work *; and the morning ſignifies the 
feſurtection in theſe words of the Pſalmiſt 
1 i iT: ae ſhall have daminion over 


. * John. ix. + | «I 1 
| | them 


BY * 
No 8 ry 
- 


e 
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cc. them in the. morning,” that is, in the 
morning of the re ſurrection; till which, we 
have no expectation that the ſaints hall 
reign, and the righteous be ſet above the 
wicked; neither is there any other morning 
that has reſpect to the grave; therefore 
commentators are clear as to the ſenſe of 


the paſſage. 


XI. From the order of nature thus un-" 
| derſtood and applied, we may find ſupport 
againſt the fear of Death. Sleep itſelf, and 


. the times in which we ſleep and wake, all 


conſpire to aſſiſt the underſtanding, and 


give us a comfortable proſpect of our future 
victory over the powers of darkneſs. The 
man who ſhould affirm at noon-day that 


the ſun will not go down at night, might 
deſervedly be laughed to ſcorn. And he 


would deſerve as little regard, who in the 
midſt of life ſhould deny that he is haſting 


- toward his death. So again; when the 


night is come, how ſenſeleſs would it be 
to affirm, that there will be no morning; 
yet ſuch is the ſtupidity of the infidel, who 
denies that death will be followed. by a re- 
ſurrection. The courſe of nature being ob- 
vious to ſenſe, is depended upon by all; 


but chat of redemption, hen an objeR of 
A faith, 


. 
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faith, is judged improbable, though the 
: goodneſs of Almighty God is at leaft as 
much engaged to fulfil the latter as the 
former; and it is as certain that the ſun of 
righteouſneſs ſhall illuminate the regions of 
death, as that the ſun of the next morning 
ſhall diſpel the darkneſs of the night: Nay, 
it is more certain; becauſe we have a divine 
' promiſe for the one, and nothing but 47 of 
ality for the other. 
XII. The knowledge of the heathen ex- 

tended only fo far as his ſenſes would carry 
him; and therefore he ſorrowed without 
hope, and through fear of death was all his 
 hfe-time fubjeft to bondage . The chriſtian 
may expreſs his triumph in the words of the 
Prophet * rejoice not againſt me, O mine 
enemy; when I fall I hall ariſe, when 
l fit in darkneſs the Lord will be a light 

% unto me : or, in thoſe of the Apoſtle, | 
« the night is far ſpent, the day is at 
„ hand: while the heathen _ in a 


Þ ſtrain ; 

Sole occidere & IF <a Wires 
Nobis cum ſemel occidit brevis . (358-1 5/48 

5 Nox ef me una dormienda, "Corll 


| N we Hebr. i, 15. 5 7 Mie. vii. s. The 


and. Application of Sum. LO 


The Sun that ſets, with light refined 

* . » Returns to guild the plains : 

When man's ſhort day hath once. declined, 
Perpetual night remains. 


How black and diſmal is this pepe l. a 
day ſhort and cloudy, perhaps ſtormy and 
tempeſtuous, ſucceeded by an everlaſting 


night ! this gloomy principle operated dif- 
ferently on different perſons, according to 
their ſeveral diſpoſitions and circumſtances. 


Some were driven into profeſſed libertiniſm, 
giving themſelves up to the Atheiſtic maxim, 
« Jet us eat and drink, for to-morrow we 


« die.” The poet on this principle ad- 


moniſhes us never to defer any thing that is 


agreeable, but to ſnatch the fleeting mo- 


ments and apply them as faſt as poſſible to 


the purpoſes of pleaſure and e 
ſuch as is not fit to be named; 


Vite fumma brevis ſpem nos vetat Fg 
are longam, 
Jam te Pramet NOx, i 


Others being diſappointed of pleaſure, 7 


harraſſed with the common evils of life, 
and foreſecing no future light, added to 


their ignorance impatience, and to impa- 


UC" 2 + tience 


# 
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tience ſuicide, the natural offspring of 
infidelity and diſappointment. But, God be 
. thanked, we are not under this cloud of 
ignorance; we are not oppreſſed with the 
terrors of perpetual darkneſs : we are aſſur- 
ed, that although beavineſs may. endure for 
4 night, Joy cometh in the morning. Our 
faith is taught to penetrate beyond the re- 
gions of darkneſs to a more glorious. light, 
with which all the afflictions of this preſent 
time are not worthy to be compared. No- 
thing terrible ſhould be apprehended from 
, _____ _ that night, which will at length deliver us 
8 up to the great day of Eternity. What can 
| | ſupport us under the loſs of our friends, 
but this confideration? No man is afflicted - 
When his friend goes to ſleep, becauſe he 
expects to meet him again when he is a- 
EE wake. And why can we not follow him to 
the grave with the like aſſurance ? St. Paul 
"inſtructed his 7 heſſalonians, concerning 
them which are a- ſleep, not to ſorrow as 
J * others which have no hope “; not to 
be overcome with the deſpair of heathens, 
while they entertained the faith of Chri- 
ſtians: as if he had ſaid, your brethren 
Jo who are departed being ny kalen 7 ; 


2 . Thed, i iv., 11 
„ | « 1 097 


ug 
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it would ill become you to lament 
«© them as if they were dead and had 


0 ſleep, it 


«« periſhed.” Such hopeleſs lamentation i is 
as contrary to our profeſſion as to theirs; 
ſo that when we loſe a friend, we ſhould: 
ſupport ourſelves upon ſuch a trying occa- 
ſion with this comfortable rene ee : 
_ i not wead; but feepashi. 0 Rab 
XIII. It may be foutle Seb 
when we conſider that the Sleep of Death is 
ſo much longer and deeper than that of our 
natural reſt. But no man is ſenſible of the 
length of that ſleep from which he awakes 
in the morning: he has no ſenſe of the 
prtogreſſion of time, and ſeems to have ſlept 
but a moment: The interval betwixt death 
and the reſurrection may ſeem equally ſhort. 
Adam and his laſt-departed ſon may per- 
ceive no difference; and a thouſand years 
may poſſibly appear to them as it does to 
God, even as one day. Neither ought we 
to apprehend any difficulty from the depth 
and ſoundneſs of the Sleep of Death. It is 
obſerved that no noiſe ſo ſoon awakens a 


man as that of an human voice; efpecially * 


if that voice calls upon him by his proper 
name, Now the ſcripture hath given us to 
e that we ſhall be called up by 
8 & 3, . 


#\ 


* 
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an human voice, even that of the Son of 
man: for the hour is coming, and now 
is, when they that are in the graves ſhall 
« hear his voice, and ſhall come forth *. 
We cannot determine whether this voice 
ſhall call upon us by name; though it is 
not improbable; for when Peter raiſed the 
diſciple at Joppa, he ſaid, © Tabitha ariſe;”. 
and hen Chriſt called upon his dead friend, 
he ſaid, © Lazarus come forth.” But what- 
ever may become of this conjecture, the 
concluſion will remain certain, that it is as 
eaſy for the Son of man to call the dead 
from their graves, as for us; hben 5 | 


perſon. out of Sleep. 


XIV. It is a WP of 1 impor- * 


tance! to us Bow we are likely to reſt in our 
laſt Sleep: for which purpoſe theſe few. 


directions are neceſſary to be obſerved, _ 
are proper to the ſubject. Let it be re- 
W then, that as they who ſpend the 
day in idleneſs, and the evening in riot and 
excels, never reſt well in the night: ſo 
they whoſe hearts are overcharged with ſur- 
feiting, and drunkenneſs, and cares of this 
life, will hereafter be diſturbed with the 
fearful watchings of a diſtem * 10 . 


2 23 * John x. 28. 


and 


1 
* 


) 


j 


j 
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| : and annoyed with the fumes of a guilty 


conſcience : they will be © ſcared * with 


« dreams, and terrified with viſions, and 
«© be full of toſſings to and fro till the 


« dawning, of the day *.” But he who 


hath employed himſelf. in the preceding 
day by working out bis Salvation, will reſt 
the better for it in the night; for the IE 4 


of 4 labouring man is ſweet . 
Extremes are here to be avoided as upon 
other occaſions, It is agreed that the moſt | 


comfortable reſt is preceded by moderate 


eating; and that abſolute emptineſs may 


breed as much diſquiet as ſurfeiting and ex- 
ceſs. The hungry man dreameth and behold he 
_eateth, but. N it and his foul is empty. 
No man. therefore ſhould depart from this 

| world, till he hath. firſt, fat down to the 
ſupper of the Lamb; for. this is the pledge | 
| of his future reſurrection ; the viaticum, 


in the ſtrength of which he is to paſs 


a the ſhadow of death. If God is 
Pleaſed to grant the opportunity upon a 
death- bed, this laſt duty ſhould never be 
neglected. Then we may . lay ourſelves 
down in peace and take our reſt, for 
40 the Lord will make us to dn in 


Jod „. 4 : f Eel, v. 12. > 
C4 a . 


* . 
* 
| 


1 ; 


* . 
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__ fafery ;" ;” or, as the diſciples. faid i Chriſt 


concerning Lazarus,” Dy . thus wwe — tg 

| fall db well 2 e 
XV. The e of free con- 

cerning our preſent ſubject, which'is fo ob- 


ſervable in the Old and New Teſtament, | 


muſt neceſſarily imply an uniformity of doc- 
| trine. The goſpel hath illuſtrated'the doc- 

trine of a reſurrection by a "metaphorical 
alluſion to ſleeping and waking; but in ſo 
doing it hath only adopted the language of 
the Law and the Prophets. As the ſame 
mode of expreſſion, ſo the ſame doctrine is 


common to the two Revelations of Moſes 


and of Jeſus Chriſt. The Patriarchs and 
Kings under the Old Law went to fleep with 
' their fathers in the ſame hope, which was 
afterwards more clearly poblichel and de- 
fined by the goſpel. St. Paul, before the 
Writing of the books of the New Teſtament, 
calls the reſurrection of the dead the hope 


of Hael; '* and whence could the church 


collect that hope in old time, but from the 
Law and the Prophets? Our Saviour him- 
ſelf eſtabliſhed the notion of a reſutrection 


againſt the Sadducees, | | by appealing to a 


© At x*viii. 20. compa e! ww" ch. xxiii. 6. and xxvi. 


ſingle 


* 
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fingle paſſage in the writings of Moſes; 


againſt which, impudent as they were, . 


had nothing to anſwer*. The paſſage it- 
ſelf was indirect; but the inference from it 


was ſo obvious and natural, that it could 
not be evaded: + The ſame doctrine is in- | 


timated in many other paſſages ;, | not by 
literal expreſſion, but by inference and 
ſimilitude, the uſual modes of inſtruction 
throughout the whole Old Teſtament. And 
though the carnal Jews were little the 


wiſer for the information thus commanicat=- 


ed (as many chriſtians are not much the 
wiſer now) yet the intention and meaning 
of ſimilitudes, ſo univerſally introduced, 
muſt have been obvious to thoſe who were 


ſpiritually minded, and took the pains to 


compare the language of the ſcripture with 
itſelf. It would be very imprudent to judge 
of the Law and its contents by what the 
Sadducee found there. He could diſcern 
neither the Reſurrection nor any thing elſe 
that was of a ſpiritual nature. And who- 


will wonder at it, when his younger bro- 


ther the Socinian can read the- New Teſta- 
ment without diſcerning the doctrine of the 
chriſtian Redemption, or the An of the 


„Matth. xxii. 31. be. 3 


% The Allende Ml: 
Redeemer? The Phariſee is ſaid to Hook 
deſpiſed other men, preſuming on his own 
righteouſneſs ; and the Saducee in all pro- 
bability deſpiſed them much more, preſum- 
ing on his own wiſdom; while in fact he 
, | tnew neither the Scriptures nor the Power of 
| ca. Manaſſeb Ben Iſvacl; a learned Jew, 
who wrote on the Creation and Ręſurrectioan, 
| produces this among other arguments, that 
| Abraham, Jacob, and Moſes,” are ſaid to 
ring Beep and be gathered to their fathers : * the 
— Patriarch Jacob (ſays he) preparing for 
death, uſed thoſe words, I ſhall fleep 
« with. my fathers* ; in the firſt of which | 
* he gives us a fign of the Reſurrection; 
« for he who feps awakes naturally. In 
the remaining part of the ſentence, with 
« my fathers, he ſhews the immortality of 
the ſoul; becauſe the dead, with reſpe&t 
«to their bodies, are nothing. The Scrip- 
1 ture hath the ſame meaning where it ſaith 
+ «© of Abraham, that he was gathered to his 
people; ſignifying to us by this expreſſion, 
| _ _ «© that their ſouls had ſurvived the death of 
% their bodies. It would be abſurd to un- 
„ derſtand it of their bodies; for Moſes was 
commanded of God to go up into mount 


2 Sen. vii. 30 


/ 


« Abarin, 
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oc Aber and to die there and be gathered = 
4 ro bis Peoples but the fathers of Moſes 
« were not in Mount Abarim®.” 80 
reaſons this Jew, with a ſagacity not un- 
worthy of a chriſtian. And thoſe of his 
fathers who had their eyes open, could fee 
through the temporal economy of the law, 


and diſtinguiſh thoſe eternal rewards of faith, 


which were offered to the Patriarchs before 
the civil eſtabliſhment of their nation in the 
land of Canaan, when the favourites of God 
were led about from place to place as Fil- 
Sa and ſtrangers qpon eartn. 

If by the Laws of Moſes we underſtand 
the whole revelation in the Pentateuch, it 
certainly preſents us with two different 
forms of theological polity ; under the 
ws of which, pv ſervants of God were 


29 3 Patriarcha accingens ſe ad mortem, SY . | 


iam cum patribus meiss Hie prima voce innuit mares, 
nem: nam qui dormit, naturaliter exper es agar he 

autem inquit, cum patribus meis, eo oſtendit animam — 
immortalem: nam mortui, ratione corporis, nihil ſunt. 
Hoc ipſum ſcriptura indicatum vult, cum de Abrahamo ait, 
quod ſeſe ad populum ſuum collegerit. Eo ipſo loquendi 
modo ſignificat, animam eorum poſt mortem ſuperllitem 
manere. Neque vero iſtud intelligi poteſt de corpore. Nam 


Deus dicit Mofi, aſcendt in montem Abarim iſtum, & morieris 


in monte in qutm tu aſcendens ibi. Et collegeris ad 524" 

tuum. At Patres Moſis non erant in mente Abarim. 

Kęſurrect. Mert. cap. 9. FVI. 
| * trained 


F 


2 * 
* 1 1 
W e 
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trained up to a ſpiritual life of faith and 


hope, through a courſe of peregrination and 
_ perſecution ;. but under the latter, they 
were-exerciſed with a temporal ſettlement. 


and a ceremonial ritual. The former law 
of faith, as the apoſtle argues , could not 


be made of none effect by the law of cere- 


monies which came ne : and the Jew. 
who did not underſtand both, and think 


himſelf bound to follow both, Had, 1 no ri ight 
% Wea? himſelf a diſciple of Moſes. 11 


It was therefore an hope common to all 


the Jews, except the Sadducees, who per- 
verſely took advantage of the worldly 


Elements in the ceremonial law, and were 


but little better than Deiſts, that there 


would be a reſurrection of the dead at the 
comihg of the Meſſiah: and though the 
general accompliſhment of this hope was 


reſerved for his ſecond coming, a foretaſte 
ol it was given at his firſt, when the bodies. 


of ſaints which flept aroſe and appeared unto 
many +. It was then made evident, that his 
ſufferings and merits had overcome the 


' ſharpneſs of Death, and purchaſed a releaſe 
for the priſoners of hope. That carth-- 


_ quake, which. " 4 did alſo open. 


3 wa * + Matth. xvii. 52, 53.7 ˖ 
: tre 
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the graves of the dead, and many of the 


faithful, who had reſted under the old dif- 
penſation, were awakened at the departure 
'of that ſupernatural darkneſs, which had 
covered the earth during the time of our 
Sour paſſion “. x 
XVI. I cannot leave the ſubje& without 
W that the 1 images of ſleeping and 
waking are alſo applied in a moral ſenſe to 
the mind and underſtanding. The mind 
TRE a figurative Sleep as well as the body; 


. 


which fignifies the Death of the body by 


a ſtate of Sleep, ſpeaks of this Sleep of the 
mind as a ſtate of Death. It denotes that 
ſtupidity of ignorant and careleſs men, who 
are dead to truth, to religion, to virtue, to 


5 immortality, and all other objects, for the 


ſake of which, life and ſenſe are conferred 
upon rational beings. So long as they are 
aſleep to all thoſe things, for which they 
-ought to live and act, they are not reckoned 
to be alive, but dead. That expreſſion of 


our Saviou Let the dead bury their dead ꝶ, 


There is a difficulty herein the Text, which commentators 


remove, by ſuppoſing that the ſaints were awakened at the 


death of Chriit during the earthquake; and that they ap- 
peared in the holy City after his reſurrection. In this ſenſe 
it iy taken by the author. ] | 

+ Matth. viii. 22. 
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belongs to perſons in this ſtate ; and 
though it may ſound like a contradiction, it 
is uſeful and important when properly un- 
derſtood. To ſuch the apoſtle calls, allud- 


ing to a paſſage in the prophet Iſaiah, 
Awake thou that ſleepeſt, and ariſe from 
ee the dead, and Chriſt ſhall give thee 
. light“.“ The dead are called upon to 


awake out of Sleep; but the ſpiritual ſlug- 


gard is commanded to ariſe from Death; 
his Sleep being as much more dangerous 


than Death, as Death is more terrible in 
appearance than common Sleep. If a chri- 


| ſtian relapſes into this ſtate after "the goſpel 
hath called him out of it, there is little 
hope that he will ever be awake again to any 
9 purpoſe. Pleaſure, riches, and the 
Cares of life, act as opiates; and the un- 
happy people, on whom they operate, know 
little more of their real condition than if 


they were in a dream. At laſt the charm 


will be diffolved, and the objects to which 
their fancy hath attributed ſubſtance and 
importance will be empty as the viſions of 
the night, which vaniſh as ſoon as we are 
awake. When they are like to be alarmed, 
either by the word of God or the viſitations 


* Eph. v. 14. by 
Ns of 
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of his providence, the enemy of mankind 
encourages them in their ſecurity, adminiſ- 
ters ſome new potion to ſtupify their con- 


ſciences, and perſuades them they may 
ſafely ſleep on and take their reſt. The 


mind in this ſluggiſh ſtate is fond of dark- 


neſs, involving itſelf in error and ſcepticiſm, 
and dreading the light of truth, as the thief 
hides himſelf from the return of the morn- 


| ing. How much more - dreadful will be 
the morning of the reſurreQion ; when 


every lluggard muſt awake, and every de- 
ceiver ſhall be dragged out to the light ! 
This is the hour, in which they ſhall wiſh 
for the mountains to fall on them, and the 
hills to cover them: but the night is de- 
parted for ever, and all Sleep is departed 


with it. The natural world and its viciſſi- 
tudes are ſwallowed up in the ſpiritual, in 
which men muſt live, act, and be awake 


for ever, not as men but as ſpirits. This 
conſideration will comfort thoſe, who la- 
ment that they loſe in Sleep fo much of that 
precious time, which they would beſtow 
upon the cultivation of the mind, to the 
honour of their Maker, and the benefit of 
their fellow-ſervants. And it is as terrible 
to reflect, that the miſeries of another life, 
I to 
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